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Site Condition

Based on our social survey, there are differences in the use of the 

space and type of users on weekdays and weekends. Kin Sau Lane 

is a unique place animated with “dai pai dongs”, typical open-air 

restaurants selling Cantonese food. During lunchtime, especially on 

weekdays, those “dai pai dongs” on Kin Sau Lane attract mostly the 

people who work in the neighbourhood to eat there. 

However, during the observation, we noted that some people, 

especially construction workers, would prefer having lunch in the 

sitting-out area, and taking a nap on the benches and even on the 

floor. This place is not what can be called a “vibrant space”, as 

there is a very low density of use. And, considering the flows of 

pedestrians, this public open space is barely used. Elderly citizens 

tend to be the main users of this sitting-out area, which at night 

becomes extremely quiet with very few visitors.

On Sundays, Wa On Lane is animated by Filipino domestic helpers 

who enjoy their holiday in this public space. This is a common 

phenomenon in many areas of the city, especially in Central and 

Causeway Bay districts. An interesting article written by Lisa Law, 

“Defying Disappearance: Cosmopolitan Public Spaces in Hong Kong” 

is helpful for us to understand the relationship between public 

space and cultural politics in Hong Kong.

This Filipino community would visit the place and spend most of 

their day there, eating home-cooked food, chatting, dancing and 

singing (sometimes with speakers on). Some of them tend to arrive 

early to get the best seats, but in general, the place is large enough 

to accommodate different groups. Wa On Lane Sitting-out Area, like 

the other three sites of this competition, represents an opportunity 

to experiment with innovative interventions that could potentially 

change the aspect of this strategic area of the city.

Wa On Lane Sitting-out Area is located in Sheung Wan, one of the older 

districts of Hong Kong. This almost hidden public open space has an area of 

852 sq m, in between Aberdeen Street, one of the main roads that connects 

a dense residential area, and Kin Sau Lane, an alley adjacent to old and 

dilapidated buildings. 

The sitting-out area is surrounded by residential buildings and is distributed 

on three levels that are interconnected by stairs and steps. From Aberdeen 

Street, next to the entrance of a high-rise residential building, it is possible 

to access the upper part of the public space, which is characterised by 

a small children’s playground and a few benches. At the middle-level, a 

spacious one, there are other benches (in concrete) and additional facilities 

both for the elderly and for kids. At the lower level, accessible from Kin Sau 

Lane, there are chess tables and covered wood benches.

Activities

"We noted that some people, especially construction workers, 
would prefer having lunch in the sitting-out area, and taking a nap 
on the benches and even on the floor."
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Site plan of Wa-on lane sitting-out area



Plan of Wa-on lane sitting-out area

" The site is located in a mixed-use area 
surrounded by commercial and residential 
buildings in Sheung Wan. The park is the 
connection between Aberdeen Street and Kin 
Sau Lane. "



Isometric of Wa-on lane sitting-out area

" The sitting-out area can be divided into three parts: the 
upper level with children playground, the spacious middle 
level with benches and facilities for elderly and toddlers 
and the lower level with benches and chess table."



01. Panorama of Wa-on lane sitting-out area



02. Panorama of Wa-on lane sitting-out area



03. Panorama of Wa-on lane sitting-out area
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