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" During lunchtime, we observed an increase in the density of 
people, tourists, and office workers having their lunch on the 
wide steps - most of the time unused - of the amphitheatre.  "

Site Condition

There is a consistent flow of people along Pottinger Street at 
different times of the day, and pedestrians often pass through 
Lok Hing Lane Garden to reach Wo On Lane on the lower 
level, and vice versa. The users of this outdated and bulky 
public space vary on weekdays and weekends. On weekdays, 
we observed that teachers would bring kindergarten kids to 
play in the lower part of the amphitheatre, which is one of the 
largest spaces in this dense area of the city.

During lunchtime, we observed an increase in the density of 
people, tourists, and office workers having their lunch on the 
wide steps - most of the time unused - of the amphitheatre. 
Lok Hing Lane Garden is also a non-smoke-free area used 
mainly by office and restaurant staff, and occasionally, after 
sunset, some people would meet here to chat and drink beer. 
However, the four semi-open pavilions on Pottinger Street 
form a comfortable place for sitting because they offer a good 
level of intimacy/privacy as well as an ideal place for people-
watching without necessarily seen by others. 

On Sunday, Lok Hing Lane Garden is animated by the Filipino 
domestic helpers’ community who enjoy their holiday in this 
public space. Coming to this space is a ritual for them, and 
by using cardboards and plastic bags, they define their “own 
living room”, a place to spend most of the day. Activities such 
as playing cards or bingo, chatting, eating, and singing are 
very popular among different groups of usually 3 to 6 people. 

Rarely this space is used to hold exhibitions or festivals, but 
often at night, especially during the weekend, Lok Hing Lane 
Garden becomes a place for teenagers and tourists coming 
out of the intense nightlife of Lan Kwai Fong.

Lok Hing Lane Garden, like the other three sites of this 
competition, represents an opportunity to experiment with 
innovative interventions that could potentially change the 
aspect of this strategic area of the city.

Lok Hing Lane Temporary Sitting-out Area is located in the 
district of Central on the core of Hong Kong Island and is part 
of a mixed-use area that becomes very popular during the 
night and especially on the weekend. 

The space of almost 1,200 sq m has the characteristics of an 
amphitheatre, with its multiple steps and sitting areas aiming 
to solve the differences of level between Pottinger Street and 
Wo On Lane. While Wo On Lane is a cul-de-sac with bars and 
restaurants and a small temple next to the entrance of the 
public open space, Pottinger Street, also known as the “Stone 
Slab Street”,

is a popular photo-shooting spot for tourists, pre-wedding 
couples, and local television shows, due to its characteristic 
granite pavement. Along Pottinger Street and facing the 
upper level of Lok Hing Lane Garden, four semi-open pavilions 
provide a covered sitting space designed with attributes that 
encourage people to linger.

Activities
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Site plan of Lok Hing lane garden



Plan of Lok Hing lane garden

" Surrounded by the back façades of different 
mixed-use high rise buildings, the park is the 
connection between the Pottinger Street and the 
Wo On lane."



Isometric of Lok Hing lane garden

" The park can be divided into three parts: the lower level 
with an amphitheater facing the Wo On Lane, the upper level 
with four pavilions with seats along the steep Pottinger street 
and the multi-level sitting-out on the middle level."



01. Panorama of Lok Hing lane garden



02. Panorama of Lok Hing lane garden



03. Panorama of Lok Hing lane garden



Lok
Hing
Lane
Garden



Ur
ba

na
ct

io
ns

HK
IN

TE
RN

AT
IO

NA
L 

DE
SI

GN
 ID

EA
S 

CO
M

PE
TI

TI
ON


